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(Mr. DAVIS of Illinois addressed the 

House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. FILNER) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. FILNER addressed the House. 
His remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.)

f 

WAR ON TERROR 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
GARRETT of New Jersey). Under the 
Speaker’s announced policy of January 
7, 2003, the gentleman from Michigan 
(Mr. MCCOTTER) is recognized for 60 
minutes as the designee of the major-
ity leader. 

Mr. MCCOTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
to address the issue of Iraq, and specifi-
cally how our war on terror, a truly 
just war in the defense of American 
civilization, entailed the strategic im-
perative for Iraq’s regime change and 
reconstruction, and now how in the war 
on terror we stand at a crucible for our 
country and civilization. 

On September 11, 2001, America was 
shaken by a sudden and concerted act 
of terrorism by fanatics who possessed 
no justification and our Nation no cul-
pability for their willful, deliberate, 
and premeditated murder of innocents. 
Stunned, we resolutely marshaled our 
courage and solemnly accepted the 
duty to defend our country and human 
civilization from the atavistic nihilism 
of Islamic extremism which amorally 
and arbitrarily colors and conditions 
the unviable sanctity of human life 
within the skewed prism of its adher-
ents’ abject pursuit of power. 

This is neither the first nor undoubt-
edly the last time our Nation will be 
called upon to protect itself and all the 
world from an extremist enemy with 
inhuman aims. In our relatively brief 
existence, we have led the successful 
efforts to eradicate the evils of impe-
rialism, fascism and communism; and, 
heartened by our storied tradition of 
valor and victory, our current efforts 
must and will continue to tighten 
nooses around the necks of the practi-
tioners of terror until they have joined 
their extremist antecedents in the ash 
can of history. 

It will be a long, hard, bitter task to 
defeat these disparate, desperate deni-
zens of terror, who skulk in the shad-
ows and steep in the venom of their 
perverted political phantasms. Their 
strength is their stealth and ruthless-
ness which, in the absence of their own 
nation-state, was spawned by their in-
ability to wage conventional war upon 
traditional combatants. Their weak-
ness, in turn, is their inability to sub-
sist and act without sustenance from a 
cut-throat confederation of sheltering 
nation-states and sympathizers. 

These murderers are at once every-
where and nowhere; shrill in their 
threats, silent in their tactics; housed 

in the bosoms of evil and hunted in the 
citadels of freedom. They are the face-
less foes of a million-mile front in a 
war without borders or bounds, but 
with this grim reality: they want to 
kill us. They want to kill our children. 
And to kill us, they will kill them-
selves, too. Make no mistake, the only 
way to stop them from killing us is to 
first kill them until they capitulate. 
The war is here. The war is now. 

And unless and until our victory is 
won, every American man, woman and 
child will live in a perpetual state of 
imminent threat from terrorists and 
their patrons because, as proven by the 
sneak attack on September 11, the ex-
tremists’ existence is an imminent 
threat to our existence. 

Given this grim reality and our en-
emies’ assets and liabilities, defeating 
terrorists requires severing them from 
their sponsoring states and sympa-
thizers in tiered theaters of operations 
determined and devised as necessity 
demands and opportunity provides; and 
within these theaters of operations in-
volved, diplomatic, economic and mili-
tary, must each be tailored by time 
and circumstance for maximal advan-
tage and efficiency. It is a root-and-
branch approach. The U.S. and its al-
lies must uproot regimes supporting 
terrorism; serve notice on other rogue 
regimes to cease and desist in their 
succor of terror, lest they suffer the 
same fate; and leave terrorists to die 
on the vine of their own dependencies 
and the steel of our resolve.

Within this mission, theaters of oper-
ations must first be defined. Trag-
ically, the tier-one theater has already 
been designated for us: the homelands 
of America and her allies. Tier-two the-
aters exist within those nations in 
which America and her allies must dip-
lomatically, economically, and/or mili-
tarily act to end a rogue regime’s in-
transigent sponsorship of terrorism. 

Prioritizing and selecting tier-two 
theaters is an agonizingly difficult 
task; but a practical, tripartite regime 
change, reconstruction calculus can be 
formulated from the factors of neces-
sity, victory, and stability. 

First, necessity is determined by the 
rogue regime’s continued support of 
terrorism, a question answered only by 
these nations’ actions. 

Secondly, victory’s viability is deter-
mined by the prospects for a successful 
regime change through diplomatic, 
economic, and/or military means. 

Third, stability is determined by the 
prospects of reconstructing within the 
newly liberated nation a stable, civ-
ilized, indigenous government opposed 
to terrorism. 

Regime change and reconstruction 
are the twin pillars of one policy: vic-
tory. Having effectuated a regime 
change, the U.S. and its allies cannot 
idly and anxiously await a newly liber-
ated nation’s indigenous developments 
in the areas of politics and economics 
for, devoid of stability and a steady 
progression toward democracy and 
prosperity, a deposed regime’s vacuum 

will be filled by more ruthless rulers or 
by anarchy, and either outcome will 
foster terror’s network. 

The U.S. and its allies must promptly 
and purposely act, even prior to the 
final ending of military hostilities, to 
commence reconstructing newly liber-
ated countries and actively facilitating 
their reentry into the community of 
civilized nations opposed to terrorism. 
Such reconstruction will not happen 
instantaneously; such reconstruction 
will not happen inexpensively. But hap-
pen it must, lest the war on terror 
never end. 

But strategic imperatives are insuffi-
cient rationales for Americans to wage 
war. As a civilized people, we will only 
fight a just war, one necessarily en-
gaged and morally waged. 

In prosecuting the war on terror, 
America solidly stands on the moral 
high ground. 

The moral legitimacy of our war on 
terror is lost upon many amidst the fog 
of rhetoric surrounding the determina-
tion of which rogue regimes supporting 
terror must be changed through Amer-
ican military force. Regardless, the 
logic remains: as all civilized nations 
have allied to end terrorism, any con-
trary country harboring and helping 
these criminals is, itself, uncivilized 
and criminal; and such a rogue coun-
try’s immoral regime is illegitimate 
within the community of moral na-
tions. 

As for the moral legitimacy of uni-
lateral American preemption of rogue 
regimes aiding and abetting terrorism, 
the United States, a sovereign Nation, 
cannot and will not delegate or subor-
dinate to any country or international 
organization our morally justified duty 
of defend and deliver ourselves from 
evil. Having already been grievously 
wounded by an unannounced, 
unprovoked attack on our soil, the U.S. 
is already in a state of war against ter-
rorists and their state sponsors, and is 
morally justified in speaking out and 
bringing to justice all who are, all who 
aid, and all who abet our self-appointed 
enemy. The doctrine of preemption, 
then, is both morally justified and 
wholly irrelevant, because the terror-
ists’ insidious onset to this war means 
the war on terror is now. America is 
not arbitrarily or preemptively pros-
ecuting a prospective war on terror; 
America is necessarily defending itself 
against terrorists and their state spon-
sors in a war which reached our shores 
over 2 years ago. 

In the final analysis, because Amer-
ica was immorally and unilaterally at-
tacked, America can morally and uni-
laterally counterattack. We have the 
moral right to do so, and the moral 
duty to do no less. Throughout this 
just war on terror, America possesses a 
moral right to seek rogue regime 
changes; and America possesses a 
moral responsibility to reconstruct lib-
erated nations. This is not a novel path 
to a just and equitable peace for Amer-
icans who, in rebuilding our war-torn 
enemies following World War II, honor-
ably fulfilled the promise of their late 
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